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) PL;‘“!’ "“P account Dalu L“““_IW- we find discrimination of Caste and Gender. Dalhit Interature
speaks of inhumanitics donc to the marginalized community wh due to casic
system 1n India. After the amrival of Dr. Babasaheb A umty who suffered thousands of years duc -:

A : . mbedk he Ind -ne, Dalit voices were raised
against discnmmation, inhuman and 1l treatment dkar on the Indian scene, Dalit etk
untouchables by the vama system 1n India « agonies, and misenes of those who were called as the

g . » N/ : .

AN hul. the f‘:tgp movement took a grip and started black movement, similarly in India, E'&]‘,“JL‘CHI“}'
in Maharashtra, the spint of Dalit Iiterature sprung in the holy land of People’s Education Socely’s
MVilind Mahavidyvalaya, Aurangabad. The Dalit lit ; 4 VR RS ) e

: _ crary movement as well as socio- political movement
began with full swing with upcoming poets such as Wamandada Kardak, Namdeo Dhasal, Raja Dhale,

Baby Pawar, Arjun Dangale, Malika Shaikh, Urmila Pawar and many more to mention. The Dalit women
wnters pen downed their sacrifice and the discrimination given to them at all levels. Their social status,
i their honour and F_Tﬂﬂ}' more 'l'.i-sucs.ncn: discussed +:md highlighted. The entire Dalit Iiterature 15 the sapa

of parn and revolt JS,:EHIS'I the age old customs, traditions and the way of life.

This paper tocuses on the painful recount of women highlighted by Urmila Pawar i her Fhe
Weane of My Life A Dalit Womens' Memoirs. As we all know, Urmila Pawar 1s a prolific women wniter
who wnites in her regional language that s Marathe. She actively participated in the Dalit Fenimst
Movement Being a woman, she had to suffer doubly. First for being born in @ Dalit fanmuly as a Dalit and
second because of her gender that 1s woman.

Urnula Pawar in her sutobiography creates Dalit feminist perspective. She also had a pain that
berng a Dalit women writer and activist, she was developed by the Dalit politics and Dalit men writes who
spoke about Mahatma Jyotibs Phule and Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar.

Prof Maya Pandit translated her autobiography Aaydan (2003), as The Weave of My Life A Dalut
Woman's Memotrs (2008), In this autobtography, she reveals the truth of her family which belongs to the
depressed class in Ratnagin distnict of Maharashtra. She states her profession of weaving Aavdans thal s
objects made of Bamboo with the different connotations, "weapons’ and “utensiis’.

Keywords: Autobiography. caste, gender, discimiration, Dalt movement, Aaydaan

Materials and Methods
Urmils Pawar’s Aavedan (2003) translated by Maya Pandit entitled The Weave of My Life A Dalu

Woman's Memotrs (2008) s the primary material studied wath the analytical method

Discussion |
Urmula Pawar is a2 weli-known Daht woman wnler in Marathi and an activist in the Daln and

feminist movement. Maya Pandit translated her autobiography, Aaydan (2003), as The Weave of My Life
A Dalit Woman's Memers (2008), Pawar belongs Lo the Mahar family weaving Aaydans in the Ratnagan
district of Maharashtrs, Pawar stated in her Preface to Pandit’s translation of her autobiography that
Aavdan is a pencric name for all objects made of bamboo, with different connotations including "weapon’
' & ' onncction between her mother's bamboo weaving and the

and ‘utensil’ Pawar has stated that there s a ¢ £y : .
writines where the memaoir begins. She glonfies her mother also in this memoir

s and habits, Pawar says-

v act of writing are organically linked. The weave is similar, It
‘nv that links us.” (Pawar, 2008:9)

e reader and the pamful recount of Pawar’s hite. 1t s an
a4 woman against patriarchy and caste discrimination.

weaving of words with her
by narrating her ideas, thought processe
“I find that her act of weaving and m
is the weave of pain, suffering and agony

The autobiography 1s s hnk between {

ntimate memonr that throws light on the struggle ol a | b oy
The memoir 1s a self-expression and a bitter cringue of the Hindu upptr-class sng::iy. N
Pawar has recognised her long-standing gratitude 1o the ladies of her community, who pampered

| e the hills with enormous burden
_ . emite terrible toil in travelling up and down
her and held her in their arms despite ter Hp— small part the obligation she owes 10 these

on v educated, Pawar attempis e
hd:l;:l:ai‘]wl:r::in:;j;:al:’;i. }L-:“.;ummullﬁf by spinming her memoirs in lerms that explain the
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carcumstances of her existence as a Dahit woman growing up dunng the Ambedkante ang Post.

Ambedkanic period _ Y
Pawar recalls the caste and gender-based division of task, as well as ‘:;id-’"‘i:“mls work ang
hardship of the Dalit women who sold their wtems at the Ratnagin marL_cl of Wa Ilrnugh the Fives
the pathetic and pamful life of daughyes.

duning the low tide to hanvest oysters and clams. Pawar presents _ ’
n-1aw in her memoir. She has : great concern for their helpless condition. The drunkard husbands useq y,,

beat their wives severely. Such beaten wives have no support from their families. While NArating the

expressions of a beaten wife Pawar says-
“Let his drinking mouth be burned off forever. L.
Such distressful words reveal the agony of

Let his hands rot.” (Pawar, 2008:22)
4 Dalit woman who 1s overburdenced due to domegyi

violence and has no way oul, Pawar comes across many violent il'li.'ildl:mﬁ in her m;;mr.whlch makes ys
understand the vicious nature of patnarchy in the Dalit community. She, lﬂf“-'f on, stands by “_“c side of such
victims of domestic violence and supports them 1o re-estabhish I_hclr huum_:hald by counscling the famuly
members. Being an activist, she has tned to counse! her community on the 1ssue of dowry, heavy eXpenses

and other fanmuly problems. : : :
While selling the bamboo objects walking by the strecls of the willage, if any upper-class woman

happens to cross the Dalit women, at the time they say- .
“Look at them! Scc¢ how they kept far from us! As if they arc wearing the holy cloth like the
Brabimin women!™ (Pawar, 2008:25)
These lines express the suppresse
by the upper caste women. It is really surpnsing for Pawar whe

another woman and hates her.
Urmala is bumiliated 1in all of her social interactions because of her caste. When people came 10

know about her caste, they cither avoided her of mocked about her, displaying their fundamentalist and
separatist atuitudes. On Manim's birthday, Kishon and her brother are mvited. They share the cake with all
but afier knowing Pawar’'s caste, Kishon's mother gets angry with Pawar and warns 10 keep distance from
their children. This shows that even an upper-class woman is unable to accept a Dalit woman as her
ncighbour. But Manim's tcacher comments-

“Never mind! She spoke that way because that was what she felt; just forget at!™ (Pawar, 2008:146)

Pawar coerelates it with Kishori's mother and realizes thal even some progressive women in
soctety follow the path of humanity. Pawar severely criticizes this act of inequality and disrespect and feels
better when Kishori joins Mamnt agamn, She expects cqual opportunity and status from society but gets
mined experiences that make her understand the vicious discrinunation although they are converted to
Buddhism. Such frequent experiences create a sense of revolt in Pawar’s nund

Having good academics, Pawar has a strong desire to get a higher education and cam the degree of
VoA in Marathl, She convinees Hanshehandra despite his wash to allow his wate for further education.
Pawar criticizes Hanshchandra's patniarchal mindset and says-

“He kept stating his philosophy that a man has the right to behave any way he likes. This angered
me and led to fights that went on and on.” (Pawar, 2008:1406)

Pawar states her doubly marginalized conditton when her husband raptor in her progress. She
overcomes all hurdics and continues her studies and ¢ams the degree of MLA. Her degree helps her a lot in
terms of freedom and empowerment of women, She gains fresh strength and bravery to tackle all of hic's
challenges, succeeds m establishing her individuality and obtains the pleasure she seeks. This refigunng 1S
an example for the wrls who cannot reach the doors of education.

After education again Pawar’s husband objected her to participate ain the Dalit movement. He

could not imagine Urmila rebuilding her existence through movement. Describing her husband's mindset
Pawar says-
“He felt that he was losing control over his wife fast and had to establish his authority with an iron
hand so as to keep her “?Ihin bounds: But hie did not know that my horizons had upa;mtd hugely—
that I had scen the outside world, and that he did not have the power to keep me confined to the
narrow space of home anymore.” (Pawar, 2008:149)

These hm_:s show her conlidence 1o beat any condition and achieve the best. Commenting on hef
thinking Basavara) Naikar says-

“This shows how U "““"_5 r':“““'-'“ of experience, knowledge and vision have been extended beyond
the confines of narrow thinking and parochialism.” (Naikar, B. 2010: 08)
The widencd attitude of @ common woman is described by Pawar in her memoir. She expresses

d anger of a common Dalit woman who is treated unfavourably
n a woman comments on the attire of

the act of hiberaung themselves with the help of education. Without education, women are crippled 319
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ponerful and becomes a symbol of rejuvenation r:mvun other €S in India. She makes herself self- rehant
i The honesty and authenticity with which her ralii women.

: | depicted in her Memaod . '
s ITales her \plnlu.“ll Immtﬂtﬂﬂhm fro.-n 12norar | cmoir are much apmcuucdi
1‘1:1 vctton and multiple chains 1o liberation inside l“nn patri lhelplmm 10 bravery, uncertainty

feminist

pywar unburden hier teelings and restore her

“self’” framework. It has helped Urmila
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