identified as Ramsar sites all over India. In Maharashtra, the Ujani wetland was 1;] 1
1987 with Jayakwadi and Nalganga (2006).
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the space; between the soil particles. When all the spaces are filled with water the soil is sml :

to be saturated. In areas which are not wetlands, water drains away quickly and the soil dm b

not remain saturated. However, in wetlands the water persists or drains away very slowly and
the soil remains saturated or flooded for long periods. Soil in these conditions is said to be
waterlogged. Depending on factors such as temperature, it usually takes a week or so for the
plant roots and other living organisms in the soil to use up the oxygen, causing anaerobic
conditions to develop in the waterlogged soil.

Wetland is “the sum of the biological, physical and chemical components of the
wetland ecosystem, and their interactions, which maintain the wetland and its products,
functions and attributes” (Ramsar COP7, 1999). In February 2005, the STRP proposed

updating the definition of ecological character, drawing on the MA’s ecosystem terminology:

“Ecological character is the combination of the ecosystem components, processes and

services that characterise the wetland at a given point in time.” This includes replacing

“products, functions and attributes” with “services.” This proposal will be formally

considered by the Ramsar Convention’s Contracting Parties in November 2005.

Wetlands are among the world’s most productive environments; rich in biqd vel
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supphed from the reservoir to irrigate agncultural areas primarily aims to reduce incidenc

famines and scarcity during drought conditions. i B
The present study was an attempt to assess the status of some selected wetlands of :

Ujjani reservoir. The study area includes wetlands like Palasdev, Dalaj, Diksal,

Kumbhargaon, Kondhar Chincholi, Rajegaon ( Bhigwan) and Khanota having rich

@  Dbiodiversity.

Methodology:
The study is based on primary and secondary data collected from various sources such
as journals, books, internet and other published and unpublished works. The present study

was carried out from Jan.2015 to March 2017 by seasonal visits to wetland sites and focuses

on the present status and threats to selected wetlands of Ujani reservoir.

Imagery ©2017 DigitalGlabe, CNES / Airbus, DigitalGlobe, Map data £2017 Google

Mapl: Entire Ujani Reservoir (Source: Google Maps)
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| Palasdev N TR 13:2,“, 74"
02 | Daly N- 18" 14’ 23.4”, E- 74"
[ 03 | Kumbhargaon N- 18 16 2947, E- 74" 48’ 55.4'
[ % [Dikea NCTE 17 S8 B 7 48 057 Ait.4
i 05 | Kondhar Chincholi | N- 18" 17 40.67, E- 74" 49° 18.6", Alt.491 m,};} ey
06 Rajegaon ( Bhigwan) N-18°17° 56.2”, E- 74° 48> 27.3”, Alt.528 m. 41 I‘"\j;‘l'ﬁ_'::.'tf
07 | Khanota N-18° 19 1437, E- 74" 49’ 56.9°, Alt489m. | 1 s
Threats to Wetlands:
The major threats identified at Ujani wetlands are illegal and improper Sand lifting at
Dalaj, Rajegaon (Bhigwan), Diksal and Khanota. Agricultural expansion at Kumbhargaon ,
Diksal, Rajegaon (Bhigwan) , Kondhar Chincholi and Khanota which release untreated water
runoff having lot of pesticides during irrigation directly affects wetland fauna, Unplanned
and over fishing at Dalaj, Kumbhargaon, Diksal and Rajegaon (Bhigwan). The major
disturbances also include unplanned tourism at Kumbhargaon, Diksal and Rajegaoﬁ -
(Bhigwan).
Threats to Wetlands éi
o - [ A

M Over Fishing

M Sand Lifting
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Pié grabh indicates that, the major threats to wetlands are agricultural

Unplanned Tourism
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»

among community regarding agricultural expansionetc.
» To promote the importance of wetlands to the community regardiqg
fragmentation and reconnecting the wetland systems is must.

» Determining what activities are unsustainable on the basis of a social and eCOl
circumstances and prohibiting such activities. o
» Controlling the introduction of alien species.
» Carrying out Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and environmental a
regularly in wetlands.
» Dumping of any garbage within the wetland area or nearby should be m
prohibited. '
» A multi-disciplinary study on the status and threats of wetlands could prowd&ﬁ
to conserving these wetlands. R f'T :
» Sanitary landfill should be used for final solid waste disposal to avoid acute p .:

problem associated with discharging waste into wetlands.

Conclusion: o

Wetlands provide many societal benefits; food and habitat. ;t’mi i |
including threatened and endangered species; water quality improve
erosion control; economically beneficial natural products for human
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